Nicotinamide (NA) has been mainly used to treat pellagra, and is one form of niacin. Niacin is well-recognized for treating dyslipidemia in adults, and has been shown to be effective in reducing coronary events. NA forms a complex not only with saturated fatty acids, but also with zinc having other ligands, such as propionate 1 and salicylate. 2 The title complex was synthesized by refluxing Zn2(OAc)4 with nicotinamide in ethanol for approximately 4 hours. Subsequently, the solution was filtered using a membrane filter; then, the obtained solution was set aside for crystallization at room temperature. This process afforded good-quality crystals after about four days, which were used for crystallographic data collection. Crystal and experimental data are given in Table 1 , and the final atomic parameters for the non-H atoms are listed in Table 2 . The structure was solved by direct methods (SIR92) 3 and refined by full-matrix least squares. All H-atoms, except for those of the water molecule, were calculated by molecular geometry. The H-atoms of the water molecule were deduced from a difference map. All H-atoms were not refined. All calculations were performed using the CrystalStructure crystallographic software package. 4 Figure 2 shows the molecular structure of the binuclear centro-symmetric complex with the atom-numbering scheme. Four acetates serve as bidentate bridging ligands and two nicotinamides are axially coordinated to the two Zn centres. The distance between zinc atoms is 2.922(2)Å, which is 0.015 x167 ANALYTICAL SCIENCES 2005, VOL. 21 In a five-coordinate system, the angular structural parameter (τ) is used to propose an index of trigonality. The value of τ is defined by an equation represented by τ = (β -α)/60, where β is the greatest basal angle and α is the second greatest angle; τ is 0 for rectangular pyramidal forms and 1 for trigonal bipyramidal forms. 7 The value of τ for the title compound is 0.0083 [β(O4-Zn-O5 i ) = 160.3˚, α(O2-Zn-O3 i ) = 159.8˚], indicating that the geometry around the Zn(II) atom is a distorted square pyramidal form. 
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